The F-35 is scheduled
to arrive in Burlington
in 2019!

Nuclear Threats Of The F-35
TICK
!
TICK!
TICK!

5 REASONS WHY THIS SHOULD NOT HAPPEN:
➊ Nuclear Threats

(see information at right for details)

➋ Adverse Health Effects & Harm to Kids: “There is overwhelming evidence that

exposure to environmental noise has adverse effects on the health of the population.”
(World Health Organization Report: Burden of Disease from Environmental Noise, 2011)
Heart problems, hearing loss and cognitive impairment in children are all prevalent.

➌ Cost to Our Community: The Air Force Environmental Impact Statement

The F-35 is built with the requirement to be
capable of delivering nuclear weapons.(1)
A document produced by the Vermont Air National Guard lists “Questions we hope we
don’t get.”. Here is a troubling one: “Where are you planning on storing the nuclear
weapons that are part of the F-35 arsenal?”
The F-35 will be based at Burlington’s commercial airport. Normally, such weapons
systems are heavily fortified, but Burlington has only a chain link fence. As the first
F-35A operational Air Guard station, the F-35 makes Burlington a lucrative, first-strike
target with little defense.
• The F-35 is being tested and equipped with nuclear weapons(1)
• The F-35 will be armed with the B61 nuclear bomb in 2020 or sooner(1)
• “Initial B61-12 integration on the F-35A is anticipated this year (2018)”(2)

reported only negative impacts to those people in terms of their property values,
environmental issues, and health impacts. These all have economic consequences
and do not even begin to speak to the costs of the F-35 to our country as a whole.

SOURCES:
1. Lt General Jack Weinstein, Deputy Chief of Staff for Strategic Deterrence and Nuclear Integration,
April, 2018
2. Major Emily Grabowski, Air Force Spokeswoman, May, 2018

➍

Vermont could initiate nuclear war.

Technological Disaster: After 22 years in development & testing, the F-35A
still can’t defend itself from air or ground strikes and can’t hide from enemies. It uses
outdated stealth technology and needs a larger, faster and more maneuverable
aircraft to protect it. This jet has had more fleet-wide groundings than any other
fighter aircraft in the last 50 years.
“The troubled $1.5 trillion F-35 program is not ready to begin the critical combat-testing
phase, the Pentagon’s testing director said in a previously undisclosed August memo
obtained by the Center for Defense Information at the Project On Government Oversight
(POGO).” September 12, 2018

➎ Military, Industrial & Political Corruption: “The F-35 is both a scandal and a

tragedy” and is “the worst example of the military-industrial-congressional complex.”
— Senator John McCain
There is strong evidence of corruption in the Burlington basing selection process.

SEE FULL DOCUMENTATION HERE:
SaveOurSkiesVT.org

Is this something we want to be part of?
Contact Senator Patrick Leahy and ask for his help in securing a mission for our
Vermont Air National Guard that does not hurt our neighbors or our children.
Email or call:
Senator_Leahy@leahy.senate.gov
(202) 224-4242 Washington DC • (802) 863-2525 Burlington VT
To contact us, donate to our legal action to oppose the basing,
or learn more, visit: SaveOurSkiesVT.org
For other news:
https://vtdigger.org/rough-landing-inside-years-long-debate-f-35s-vermont/

