
 

 

In this paper are links to three files from the Administrative Record from the F-35A Operational 
Basing Environmental Impact Statement, and two articles from military.com regarding the F-35 
carrying nuclear weapons. 
 
 
NOTE: Any definitive statement regarding whether and where nuclear weapons will be stored is 
classified; and would obviously not be released to the public.   
 
 
 
1. The first link is to (AR# 41811-41816), which is a powerpoint presentation on “F-35 Training 

and Ops EIS Status” dated 1 Jun 10.  On the last page of the presentation it lists areas 
which would be considered a plus for a base being considered for basing the F-35.  Among 
those are “rapid IOC (Initial Operational Capability) attainment by pooling broad spectrum of 
nuclear expertise and operational missions” and “ability to hire civilian nuclear expertise from 
local area”.    

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zAQdtUwOeUGK0yN5h1h5A9J830rRISE8 
 
 
 
2.  The second link is to (AR# 58476),which is an email exchange between pubic affairs people 
at VTANG and HQ Air Force.  {Public Affairs is the organization which deals with the public and 
the media and are tasked with explaining the military’s position on issues—the “party line”.}  The 
date of the email is 6 May 2013.  Cpt Chris Gookin, VTANG’s Public Affairs officer, is asking for 
guidance from the Air Force Headquarters Media Operations Officer on how to respond to 
questions they might get from anti-F-35 folks asking about “F35A and its nuclear weapon 
capabilities.” 
 
Ann Stefanek, the Air Force Public Affairs person, responds: “We haven’t talked about nuclear 
weapon capabilities of the F-35A yet so this may take us some time.  We’re asking about it.” 
 
Cpt Gookin responds to her saying, “I’ll work on a neutral statement for your review just in 
case.”   
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mOg1dwcxhpEyjPGM6H49aeBq3lUsyq4x 
 
 
3.  The third link (AR# 58254) is a seven-page paper produced by VTANG in April 2013, 
probably by the public affairs office.  It is titled “Command Messages F35A” and appears to be a 
game plan for how to frame F-35 related messages.  The last part of the paper contains three 
types of questions they may be asked.  They label them “Questions We Hope We’ll Get” 
“Questions We Hope We Don’t Get” and “Questions We Know We’ll Get”. In the category of 
“Questions We Hope We Don’t Get” they list five questions.  Question number 5 is “Where are 
you planning on storing the Nuclear Weapons that are part of the F35 arsenal?”   
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1i1VXAZdzR9vgUmQ7ygz0_YARMtOvHnZF 
 
 
 
Also included are links to two military.com articles.   
 
1.  In the 1 May 2018 article titled “Air Force Advances Testing of New Nuclear Gravity Bomb” 

they report on the successful testing of the B61-12 guided nuclear bomb, saying “The 

http://military.com/
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program’s doing extremely well.”  The article mentions that “the F-35 Lightning II joint 
program office has been working on integrating the latest modification into its weapons 
arsenal.  It is slated to be fielded sometime in the 2020s.”  It further states, “The F-35 was 
designed with a requirement to carry a nuclear payload.  In 2015, an F-35 flew with the B61-
12 to measure its vibration in the aircraft’s weapons bay. 

https://www.military.com/dodbuzz/2018/05/01/air-force-advances-testing-new-nuclear-gravity-
bomb-general.html/amp?__twitter_impression=true 
 
 
 
2.  The second article is also from military.com, was written on 10 Jan 2017, and titled “F-35 
Could Carry B61 Nuclear Warhead Sooner Than Planned”. The first sentence in the article 
reads, “The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is slated to be armed with the B61 nuclear bomb as early 
as 2020, but could carry the weapon sooner, a general said.”  Brig Gen Scott Pleus, a former F-
16 pilot, directs the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program’s integration office.  {BTW, Pleus 
appeared in many of the emails we read in the F-35 Admin Record.}   
 
Pleus said the F-35 “is set to be fitted with the B61-12 Mod gravity bomb—the latest variant—
sometime between 2020 and 2022.  If the weapon is needed sooner, the schedule could be 
quickened….It would definitely be possible….But the F-35 hasn’t yet actually flown with the 
device to simulate launch.” 
 
According to Pleus, “the program office is scrutinizing the manufacturing process so the weapon 
can eventually be integrated onto the aircraft…..Arming the F-35 with the nuclear bomb will 
require some extra training for pilots, but nothing out of the ordinary from their usual regimen.”   
 
The article says it is unclear whether or how the program might be impacted by President-elect 
Donald Trump’s calls for the U.S. to “expand its nuclear capability.” 
 
https://www.military.com/defensetech/2017/01/10/f-35-carry-b61-nuclear-warhead-sooner-
planned 
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