Stand up with your neighbors, defend
your community, and oppose the basing
of the F-35A in Chittenden County!
Visit www.stopthef35.com
or www.sosvt.org to find out about upcoming
actions and how you can get involved.

Make your voice heard!
All three members of Vermont’s Congressional delegation continue
to actively support the F-35A coming to Burlington, Vermont.

Opinions
versus Facts
about the
F-35A

Please ask them to withdraw their support.
Call or write:

Sen. Patrick Leahy

802-863-2525
www.leahy.senate.gov

Sen. Bernie Sanders

802-862-0697
www.sanders.senate.gov

Rep. Peter Welch

802-652-2450
www.welch.house.gov
Governor Peter Shumlin
1-800-649-6825
governorvt@state.vt.us
Burlington Mayor Miro Weinberger:
802-865-7272
mayor@burlingtonvt.gov

Over the past few years, you have heard arguments in
favor of basing the F-35A at the Vermont Air Guard Station.
Most of those arguments, including those of our elected
officials and Air Guard members, are personal opinions. In
most cases, their opinions contradict official Air Force and
other governmental statements. Opponents of the basing
want you to know what the experts on the F-35A say.
These are facts, not opinions.
Here are some of the opinion statements compared
with the statements of facts published by the Air Force,
the Federal Aviation Administration, the World Health
Organization, and others.
All documents, with appropriate citations and links to the
original studies, are available on the websites :
www.StoptheF35.com
www.SaveOurSkiesVT.org

Opinion: There’s nothing unhealthy about basing the F-35A
in Chittenden County.

Opinion: Basing the F-35A here will not hurt property values.
FACT: A report by a highly respected professional real estate

FACT: Scientific knowledge on the impact of noise on people

appraiser with no connection to the F-35A debate, concluded

has replaced earlier popular understandings. The World

that homeowners in the F-35A noise zone will, on average, lose

Health Organization found that noise at the levels of the

15% or about $33,500 of the value of their property.

F-35A raises children’s blood pressure, cholesterol, and stress
hormones; and 50% of the children in this unsafe noise zone
will suffer cognitive impairment—some effects will last a

Opinion: Without the F-35A’s, the VTANG base will close.

lifetime. Adults will suffer increased cardiovascular disease.

FACT: The military is currently refitting all F-16s so that
they can continue to operate until the F-35A becomes a

Opinion: There’s no difference between the noise we have now and
the noise of the F-35A.
FACT: The Air Force says the F-35A is 4 times louder than the

viable alternative. VTANG has ongoing programs, which will
continue regardless of the basing. Moreover, the Air Force has
stated the Air Guard base will NOT close if the F-35A is not
based in Burlington.

F-16, and 8 times louder than what the federal government
deems safe.

Opinion: Basing the F-35A in Vermont will create thousands
of jobs.

Opinion: The F-35A noise will only last 6 minutes and will be a
minor inconvenience.

FACT: Just the opposite: the Air Guard will lose maintainer
jobs if the F-35A is based here, as the aircraft will not be

FACT: The Air Force says the F-35A will fly 260 days per year,

maintained in Vermont. Of the two possible basing scenarios

and will fly up to 7,296 operations each year. This means

outlined, the first creates no new jobs, and the second creates

residents will hear 28 operations per flying day, or 1-2 noise

83 full time jobs and 183 part time jobs.

events per waking hour.
Opinion: Vermont’s leading political figures have taken a handsOpinion: There are government programs and technical methods
for noise abatement.

off approach on the basing decision.
FACT: In the Draft Environmental Impact Statement the

FACT: No mitigation plan has ever been proposed or

Air Force has explicitly stated that they include political

implemented here or elsewhere that would reliably mitigate

considerations when they make their basing decisions.

the noise to levels compatible with residential use — EXCEPT

This includes hosting meetings with elected officials and

ONE: the removal or demolition of homes-- as we see

government representatives. Those same officials have so far

happening in South Burlington today. This point is confirmed

refused all invitations to speak with or debate opponents of

by the FAA. Mitigation is an empty promise, or worse, a fraud.

the basing.

